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L (Cuneatly Amended) . A time xnmagingapparato 
a plurality of timer modules in target s^paiatuses comiecfed fo each other on a network^ the time 
managing SQipar£rtaB comprish^t 

a presetting infonnation receiving means for receiving, £rom outside^ presetting 
Moimalion whicdi contams as a pairi (i) event start thne in&imation that indicates an event start 
time at whicb one or more events diould bo started by one or more target s^aratuses on the 
netwoik^ and (ii) a module identifier tiiat identifies, 89 m output source of a standard time^ one of 
the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses, and further contains* fbr each event, one 
(Drmore ^^paratus tdenttfiera of one ornune taieet apparatuses among the target apparatuses on 
the netwoik» that Aonld execute the event; 

a holding means for holding the presetting in&rmationrecdved by the p 
in&otmation receiving means; 

a time requesting meaiia &r requeating a timer module^ which is identified by ttie 
module identifier hold by file bolding means, to transmit a standard 

a lime lec^ving means fbr receiving the standard time^ fix>m the timer module 
requested by the time requesting rneans, to transmit flie slan^ 

a jucj^fog mfiasu fbr judging whedier the event 8^ 
the standard time received by the time receiving means witii fiie event start time indicated by the 
ev^t start tone hifiovmation held by the holding nieans^ 

an instructing means for» when the judging means judges that the evetvt start time 
is reached^ identiQitig the ooe or more target apparatuses by one or mon 
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held by fhe holding means and instmcting each of the one or more target apparatuses to start 
executing the one ot more events sim\dtaneoualv > 

2-3. (Cancelled) 

4. previously Presented) The time managing apparatus of claim 1, wherein 
fhe presetting Momadon, lecdved by the infonnation receiving 

by the holding means. fiirQier contains^ for each events event type information indicating an 
event type, and 

when the judging means judges that the event start time is reachedy the instructing 
means transmits pieces of event type infomiatian ^ch, held by fhe holdmg means» cDnesprads 
- to tiiie one or more events to each of .the one more target apparatuses having apparatus 
. identifiers coireBponding to the one or more event8> ao Hbut the one or more target apparatuses 
start executiag the one or more events sunultaneously 

5. (Cunendy Amended) The time matupng apparatus of claim [[3]] 1 finrdwr 
compriszngt 

a module identifier storage means for storing module identifier by cozrelating the 
module idendfien with at least one of event type infbmution zsA appaxatua identifioa, the 
module idendficrs being received by the in&mution receiving means together with the 
presetting information, wherein 

if the information receiving means'ieccKvn at least one of a piece of event type 
infozmadan and an apparatos identifier together with the p res e tt in g information, without 

4a«7atf7O0IF3UCBnZRVWndM 3 
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ncaiving a modnle identifier, the infbnnation lecdving means searches the module identifier 
storage xaeans for a modnle identifier Ifaat correlates with the received piece of event type 
infonnation and/or apparatos identifier, and if the information receiving means finds sadi a 
module idmtifier, the infonnation receiving means allows the found module identifier to be 
selected outomaticaUy, 

6. (Currently AmendecQ A time managng apparatos that manages times clocked by 
a plurality of tixnier modules in target apparatusies connected to each ofhet on a netwo£ic» ttie time 
managing apparatus comprising: 

a presetting information receiving means for receiviiig firom outside (a) event start 
' time infinmation that indicates an event start time at whidi one or more events should be started 
by one or more target apparatuses on the netwoik, (b) one or more q)paratU6 identifiers of one or 
more target ^aratuses amoitg the target apparatuses on the network that should execute tiie one 
or more events^ and (c) a piece of managament mfibnnatxoa Otat comsponda to tiie event start 
time mA is used to manage atime clocked by a timer module; 

a holding means for holding tiie event start time infinmation, appazatoa identifier^ 
and piece of management infomiation received by die presetting infismiation receiving means; 

the time oufput requesting means for reguestix^g fhe timer modnle coiresponding 
to the piece of management tnfimnation held by the holding means to ou^c a standard time; 

a time receivmg means fiv recmving tiie standard time fiom liie timer modutep 
requested by tiie tinus output requesting means» to ou^ut the standaid time; 
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a time managing means for managing the standard time, received by fte time 
receiving moans, by storing the standard time together with the piece of management information 
hdd by tbe holding means, in correspondence with the timer module; 

a presetting information transmitting means far transmittiti^, the event start time 
infomiation and the piece of management information held by the holding means, to each of the • 
one or more target apparatuses that arc ideoti fled by the one or more i^p aralus identifiers held b y 
file holding means; 

a standard time acquisition request receiving means for receiving z standard time 
acquisition request together with a piece of management infinmiation fiom each of the one or 
more target apparatuses; [[aruQ] 

a standard time transmitting means for transmitting^ to each of the target 
^aratuses^ a standard thne that is identified by the piece of management infiKTmstion attadied 
to the standard time acquisition request received by the standard time acquisition request 
receiving meansi 

jndpnjt means for hidring wheflxprlhe weirt start time is reached: and 

an instmcting means fcr> when the luddng means fudge the event start time is 

reached tran fflmiffillff ft!gg™ te one or moPB taryet appanatus so tfiat tfaa one or mom teieet 

qpparatuB slart cpcecntinflrfce one or more events sirmiKaneottSlv. 

7. (Previously Presented) The time managing apparatus of claim 6, wherein 

the presetting information receiving means further reoeives event type 
infimnatiQn mdicatmg an event type Sat eadi of flie one ormore events, 

« 

ttOMTMiniCINKVMIUM 5 
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^ holding means ibrtfaer bolds the msat infonaadon leccived by Oie presetting 
mfoimation leceiving means, and 

the presettuig infbrmatiioix transmitting means fuitlwar transmits the event type 
infoxnulion hdd by the holding means. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Pzevious^ Prescatted) The time managing ^iparatns of daim 7 fbirther 
comprising: 

a manageinent infbimation storage means for storing the piece of management 
in&imation lecdlved by ^e presetting infonnation receiving mems, ty cairelatiiv the piece of 
management in&nnation with at least one of apiece of event ^e m&tmation and two or more 
qipacatos identifieis, A^lierexn 

if ibo presettmg mfonoialion reoeiving means Tectfves at least one of a piece of 
€9eolL type infonnation and an ajiparatus ideotifierp ^fliout receiving management infozmatioiiB 
die presetting infbzmadon receiving means searches the management infonnation storage means 
tot a piece of msnagement infonnation Quit conelates widi the received piece of event type 
infonnation and/or qiparatus identifier, and if ttie pzesctting fnfonnadon lecdving means finds 
sudiapiece ofmaiiagenientlnftematioii, the pzesettnig information reccivi^ 
found piece of management infomiation to be selected aDtoniBtxcBlly* 
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1 0. (Cunentty Amended) A time managing apparatus that: manages times clocked by 
a plurality of timer modules in apparatuses connected to eacli other on a network, the tune 
managing apparstos C0nq>rising: 

a presettix^ xnfbnnation receiving means for receiving fix)m outside (a) event start 
time information thai indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 
by one or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the netwoi)^ (b) a module 
idcaoAifier that identifies^ as an oii^;nii source of a standard iime^ ofue of the plurality of tuner 
modules in the target apparatuses, (c) event type information indicating an event type for eadi of 
the one or more events^ aiul for each events one or more apparatus identifiers of one or more 
target i^jpaiatuses among ^ target apparatuses m the netwdk ibstt dunild eKeeixte the one or 
more events; 

a hoIdiQg means for holding ^e event start time infbnnation, module identifier, 
event type inftrmation* and apparatus identifier received by the presetting infimnation rsoeiving 
means; 

a thne oaipuX mpmHas means £or tcqpaostiDg tiie timer modole whicb is 
idcatified by (be module identifier, held by the holdmg means, to output a standard time; 

a time lecdving means for receiving the standard time from tfie trmer module; 

a presetting information transmitting means for transmittmg Ibe event start thne 
information, event type iufoimation, and standard time, held by the holding means, to eadi of (he 
one or mors tsrigst iqpparatuses identified by 'die one or more appaiatu s identifiera held by die 
holding means^ 

mdpny means for tudying vgfaether the evi^ ^ flrt tog jg l eached: and 
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an jastnieting meana for, when the fudging means iiidye the event start rime is 
reached trangnitting triggers to one or more target apparatas so that ihfl one or more targ et 
apparatus gtart execating Ifae one or more pvenrts rimultaineoMlv . 

11. (Previoualy Preaented) The time managing apparatus of olaim 10 fhrther 
comprisingt 

a modide ideiitifier storage mems to storing the recdved 
ctnreladng module identifier mth ai least one of a pieee of event type infoimatm and two or 
more apparatoa identifiera, wherein 

if the prjssettiiig information receiving means receiveB at least one of a piece of 
event type infonnation and an fnppaiaCus ideatifier» wifhout recdvtng a module identifier, the 
presettmg inffannadon receiving means seardies the module ideaxtifier storage means for a 
module identifier thai correlates with the received piece of event type ]n£biniatio& and/or 
qyparatus identifier, and if the presetting information receiving mesns fiuds such a module 
Idendfier^ the pmettti^ infisnnation receixving means allows the fbrond module ideaxtifier to be 
selected automatically. 

12. (CuirentlyAmaideiQ A time managing ain^aratus tbat managps thnes dock^ 

a phuality of timer modules in taiget qiparatuses connected to each oOier on a network^ the time 
managing ^paratus oomprismg: 

a designatioQ recdving means for reodvizkg designation by a user of a timer 
module among die phxraHty of tinm modules in the target spparatoses on the netwod^ the ttmer 
module being used aa a standard timer module far syndm)ni2ation; 

4M7U7IXAFaiC&niRVW730M 8 
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a time requesting means (or requesting the designated timer module to output a 

stsndflzd triruSy 

a time receiving means for receiving flie standard time fiom the requested timer 
module; [[and]] 

a time transmitting means for transmitting the received standard time to tiie other 
timer modules amoxig the plurality of timer modules, excludmg the timer module that output the 
standard time» instructing the otiiBr timer modules to synchronize times thereof witii the 
transmitted standard time;^ 

judging means for iudcmp whathar an avent start trmo is reached: and 
an fanrtmctrng means for, whfitt the jndpfaag means judgft thft iWfflt Start time is 
reached transmitting trigge rs to one or mone target amamtafi so that the one or more target 
apparatus start executing the one or mora events simiilfcaneoualv- 

13. (Currentiy Amended) A time mawgii^ apparatus thai manages times docked by 
a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to each other cm a netwoKk, fhe tnne 
managing apparatus comprising: 

a presetting mfiononation receiYixxg means for receiving (a) evat start time 
information that hidicates an event start time at wfaicb one or more events should be started by 
two or more apparatuses on fhe netwoik» (b) & pioce of management mfbrmation, and (c) event 
typo ixifbtmation indicating an event type for each of die one or more events, from a target 
apparatus among the target apparatuses on the network that vicariously manages standard times 
cloctod by the pinrsHty of timer modules usit^ different pieces of mam^gemBot in&nnation 
assigned to die plurality of timermodule^ 
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a holding means for holding die received event start time infoimation, piece of 
managemcait infoimation^ and event type information; 

a time acquisition request transmitting means for transmitting to tiie target 
q>paracus, which manages the standard times, a tmie acquisition request with the received piece 
of manag^ent information attached thereto; 

a time receiving means for receiving &om the target apparatus^ which manages 
the standard times* a standard time identified by the transmitted piece of management 
infittmatiOD among the standard times mscnagcd by the taiget ^)paratU8; 

a judging means for judging whether the event start time is reached by comparing 
the received standard time with (he event start time mdicated by the event start time information 
held by flue holding means; and 

an executnig means for starting to execute an event that is indicated by flie event 
iyp^ mfbrmation held by the holding means wlien the judging means judges tliat the event start 
time ia reached bv transmitting triggeta to one or more target annaraiua so that the one or mme 

ttgsLaamtHfl atart CKCwtiag to mc grmpre gyyifff fflnnilftmfiamto 

14. (Currently Amended) A time managins apparatus that managf^s times clocked by 
a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to each other on a network; ttie time 
mflfiag tfi g ^paratua comprising: 

a. time clocking means for clocking a local time fiir the time managing apparatus 

itseie 

a yieaelliug infiscnmation lecexving means fiir xecexviog (a) event start time 
information that indicates an event start time at wliich one or more events should be started by 
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two or mora targa^ apparatuses ork Ac network^ (b) eveat type xoforrm^on indicatizig an event 
for each of the one or Doore evexxts, fiom a target appaiatas among the target i^aratoseB on 
the netwoifc, the presetting infiumafzott receiving means also contimioiisly receiving a standard 
lime from a time modide among &e phiralhy of timer modoles in the target apparatos^; 

a tinie diS^ence calculating means for calculating a time difference between tiie 
local time recdved fiom the time clocldng means and &e standard time received by tbe 
pocesetting infonnatiom lecedving means; 

a holding means for holding the received event start time information and type 
infiumttion and the tune difibrenoe lime calculated hy the ifiifereace calcula&kg means; 

a judging means for conttnuonsly jndgtitg whedier the event start time is leaohed 
by continuously recaving fbie local time fiom the time docking means, accpming a eonrected 
time by correcting the received local time using the time diflerence held by the holding means, 
and comparing the acquired corrected time wib the ev«t start time indicated by dte event start 
time infimnation held by the holding means; and 

an executing meacns for starting to execute an event that is mdicatcd by &e event 
type infi>nnation held by the holding means when die judging means judges that the event start 
time is reached bvttmMmftting triggerg to one or mora tanpt apparatus so that the one more 
target app aratus start executing die ont sr^rsr^ flimffltflnWffiFlY 

IS. (Cunently Amended) A time managing method for a time managing apparatus 
that manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules m target q)paratuses connected to 
each ottieron anctwoifc, the time managing apparatus coniptising 
a lOGoidii^ mediunif 

II 
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the tune managing method comprising: 

a presetting inftmiadon receiving step Sot receiving, &om the outside, presetting 
infozination which contains, as a (1) event start time infonnation fhat indicates an event start 
time at wMch one or more events should be started by one or more tRrgct appara toses on the 
netwoiic, and (ii) a module identifier Hhst identifies, as an output source of a standard time, one of 
the plurality of timer modules in tie taiget apparatuses, and fiulher contains, for each event, one 
or more apparatus identifiers of one or more target appaxatuses ammig ihe target ^aiatuses on 
the network that sihould execute fiie evertt; 

a holding step &r holding, in the recording medhun, the presetting information 
received by the presetting infbimstion recmving step; 

a time requestiog step for requesting a timer module, wUch is identified by the 
module identifier held in iht tecoxdh^ medium, to transmit a standard time; 

a time receiving step fin recezving the standard time, from the timer module 
requested by file fime requestii^ stq). to transnut the standard tit^ 

a judging step forjudging whether the event start time is readied, by compazing 
the received standard time with the event start time indicated by the event start time infbrmation 
held in (he reoortUng medium; and 

an instructing 8tq> lesponsive to fiie judging step judging fiiAt fiie evmt start timo* 
is reached fi3r identifying the one or more target apparatuses by one or more apparatus identifiers 
held in the recording medium and instructing each of the one or more target qpparatuses to start 
executing file one or more events rimuhanaQuslv, 
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16* (Cmm&y Amended) A time managing method for a time managing ^paiatu9 
tiial: manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to 
eadi oth^ an a network, the time man$s^ oQinprising£:] a Teoording medium^ the time 
managmg method comprising: 

a presetting informatioii receiving step £)r receiving from outside (a) event start 
time infoimation that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 
by tm> or more taxget apparatuses among the target ^yparatuses on the netwoilc, (b) one or more 
apparatus identifiers of one or more target apparatuses smong the target apparatuses on the 
network tiiat should escecute the one or more events and (c) a piece of management infoimation 
that corresponds to the event start time and is used to manage a time clocked by a time module 

4 holding step fbr holding the event start time infiimmtian, qspaxatus identifiais, 
and piece of management information received by tiie presetting infomiation receiving step; 

a time output requestiAg step fbr requesting Uie timor module correspondmg to the 
piece of inanagement infbrmation to output a standard tim^ 

a time receiving step fbr lecwving the standard time fiom the timer module 
requested by the time output requesthig step to output the standard time; 

a tnne managing step for mmmging the received standard time by storing (be 
stored tfane together vrifii the piece of management infbmiatiO(n» in cozxespondeiUM with ibt timeir 
module; 

a presettiitg informatiott transmitting step for transmitting the event start time 
in&fnnation and the piece of maoaagemeaat infbtmatioii to the one or more target apparatuses Ibat 
aie identuSed by the one or moie apparatus idoitifiers heM m the reooiding mediuni; 
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a standard time acqmsition reqaest Teoexving step for Teceiving a standard time 
acquisition request together with a piece of management infbmiation fiom each of the one or 
more target apparatuses; [[and]] 

a staadaxd time transmittmg step for trscnsniittiDig to eadi of Ifao taxget apparatuses 
a standard time &at is identified by file piece of managemoit information attached to the 
standard time acquisition request recaivBd by die atandard time acqoisition request receiving 
stepi 

a judpn^ step for i ndgmg whea an event start time ta reached: and 

an ingtaictinfe sf^ &t when the judging steo judge the evmt gtart dme is Tcached 

timgmlttmgtriggCT? W orn^orettrBrt apPBratW W (hat tte W j^ipfie targpt apparatusstot 

aSCTrtfflg ttW QiW fflr mt^ gygnfe fimmltaneously, 

17. (Currently Amended) A time managhv me&od £» a tune managing apparatus 
^t manages times clocked by a pjusrality of timer modules in ^ipazatttaes o^cmected to each 
odier on a netwoik, die time manager qipaiatus xDCludmg a reooiding medium, the time 
managing meOiod comprising tiie steps: 

a presetting infinnation receiving step for receiving fiom outside (a) event start 
time infimnatioa ttat indicates an event atait time at irtUcih one or more events sihould be started 
1^ one or moTD target sppaiatusea among the target iq^aratnsea on ihe network* (b) a module 
identifier that identlSes, as an output sources of a standard time» of a timer module among the 
plurality of tim^ modules in the target apparatuses on fiie netwoik. (c) evout type ittfiumation 
indicatmg an evmt typ^ Soot each of the one or more events, and (d) one or more apparatus 
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idffitifiers of one or more target Gcppaxatuses amoixg the target apparatuses on the netwoik tfiat 
should execute the one or mors events; 

a holding step fin holding, in the recording medium, &e event start time 
infinmation, module identifiers, event type infomiation, and apparatus identtfieirs received by ^ 
presettmg mfermation leceiving step; 

a time ott^ut requestmg stqi for lequeating the timer 
by the module identifier held in the recoidmg mediimi to output 

a time leceiving step fbr receiving the standard time fiom Che timer module 
requested by the tune ou^ut requesting step to output the standard time; [[andj] 

a |»!esetting infiimiatimi transmitting stqi fbr tiansmitttng the event start time 
in&miaiioo* event ^e infomiation, and standard time, to each of the one or more target 
apjparatuses identified by the one or more apparatus identifiers held hi the recording medium; 
' a imtgmg irt»n for fudging lyfatsthef the event start time is Teached: and 

an instmctina step for, wfami tlrff Hgfag fttftp f»«fff«i «hft wmt gtor^ \^ 
TMched famBmitting trigem to one or more target apipanflna so that the one or more target 
anoaratus sta rt ^iriiimriiip tlm one or more grventfi simnltaneonslv- 

18. (Cunenfly Amended) A time managing mediod fbr a time managing appatatus 
that xaanages times clocked by a plurality of thuer modules m qqparatuses connected to eaeh 
other on anetwoxic; the time managmg method conq>ii8ing: 

a designatjott receiving step for receiving designation by a user of a timer module . 
among the phtfality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on the netwoik, tiie tima module 
behag used as a standard timer module ibr synchromVjtion; ■ 

dMTiABavsiCBNav^naM 15 
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a time zequesting stej) fbr requestmg the desisoated tiinear module to output a 

standaid tune; 

a thne receiving step for receiving the Btandfud time Seem ftie requested tuner 
module; HmSJ] 

a time transmitting step for tzansmittiqg the received st^axd time to the other 
timtar modules among die plsrality of timer modules excluding tfao timer modnle tibat ontput the 
standard time, instructing Che other timer modules Co synchxonxace times theceof with fSic 
transmitted standard time; 

a indpnymegnft for indimg whether thBBVBT^ and 
an histmetitip step for, -when fee Hgrnp indeea Ifae gvent start ttme ia 
rfflffifl^ ffflnflmirthiff triggers to one or mwe target apparatus so that the one or mm target 

appar^ sfart MwutiBg to QU9 or flwrg ffYCTft gimritms^^ 

19. (Currently Amcoded) A time managing method fi>r a time managhig apparatus 
fbat manages times clodsed by a plurality of timer modules in target ^aratuses ooimected to 
each oQier on anetwozk, 

the time mans^gusg apparatus cornprising; 

arecoidmg mcidiimi, and 

the time trianafl^ng mediod cQDopiising: 

a presetting iotbmiation receiving step for receiving (a) event start tone 
information that indicates an event start time at which one more events should be started by 
two or more target apparatuses on the netwoikp (b) a piece of management information, and (c) 
event type information indicating an event type Sot each of the one or more events, from a target 
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sppazstus among the taiget apparatuses on liie netwoik that vicariously max)ag99 the stanidaid 
times clocked by the pltirality of tuner modules using difir«:«nt pieces of maoagpmetie 
infonnation assigned to flic plinaltty of timer modules; 

a holding step &r holding, in die recocding medium^ the event start time 
infbmiation, piece of management infonnation^ and event type infonnation received by the 
presetting infimnation psceiving step; 

a time acquisition request tEansmittu:^ step for tiansmitting, to the target 

apparatus tiiat manages the standard fimes^ a lime acqtdsilion request with the received piece of 

* 

management infctmadon attached theieto; 

a time receiving step tor receiving fiom the apparatus, whicb manages the 
standard times, a standard time identified by the transmitted piece of management infonnation; 

a judging step for judging whedier the event start time received in the time 
FBcdving stop is readied by comparing tiia received standard time with the event statt tfane 
indicated by tiie event start time information; and 

an executing step for starting to execute an evmt that is indicated by flie event 
^ype infomiatzon when the judgmg step judges tfiat the event statt time is reached bv tr a nsm i t ti ng 
triggers to one or more tamst anyaratns ao that the one or more targg^ aoparatos start exeeutinft 
the one or more events irirnnltflneouslv. 

20. (Cuzn^y Amended) A time mana^ng method for a time managii^ apparatus 
that manages times dockad by a phiraUty of timer modules in target afyparatiisea ccmected to 
each other on a nctwotk^ the time managing mparatua twJudins & cecortBx\g medium and 

4M7M?amBCSIURVU7att4 17 
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a time clocking means far clocking a local time for Hat time mana^g appaiatns 

itadt 

the time manflfling method compri^ng: 

a presetting mfoimation Teceivxng stqp £br teceivmg (a) event start tune 
infomiation that mdicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more target apparatuses on (he network, (b) event type information indicating an event 
type fin* each of the one or more events, fiom a target apparatus among the tais^t apparatuses on 
the network, the presetting infoimation receiving step also continuously receiving a standard 
time fiom a time module among the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on Qxc 
network; 

a time diflkence calculating step ibr calculating a time di f fer e n c e between the 
local time received ftom the time clocking means and the standard time received hy the 
presetting infonnation xeceivixv step; 

a holding step Sot holding in die receiving medium, the event start time 
xnfi)imation and type infomiation received in the presetting information receiving step and the 
time di£Eisrence calculated by the difference calculatizu step; 

a judging 8tq> fisrcondnuonslyjud^ng whether the event start thne is readied hy 
receiving the local thne ftom die time elockii% step, acquiring a corcected time by counectiog die 
received local time using the time difference held in the recording medium, and comparing the 
acquired corrected time with the event start thne indicated by the ev^ start time infimnation; 
and 

an executing step for starting to execute an event diat is indicated by the event 
type infozmsdon held in ihe recording medium when ihe judging step judges thai the event stazt 
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time is reached h\r \mm\Vi>^^ triggers to one or m ore target apparatus so that the one or mem 
target apparatus start Bxecuiing the one or mora eventa aimiiltaneoualv. 

(Cancelled) 

27. (Cureently Amended) An ^paratus comprising a machine readable medium 
containing instructions which, wfam executed by a machinpt cmsc the machine to perfezm 
opeiationff compiiaing; 

receiving presetting infbimalion^ which cpntains, as a pair» (i) event start time 
in&imatLon that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
Cwo or more apparatuses on the netwwk and (ii)amodiile identifier of the tixper module and tax 
each evetxt; an tppacatos identifier of an apparatus diat should execute the event, from outnd^ 

holding the presetting information recrived; 

requesting a timer modolOi inUch is identified by the module ideentifier being held 
to transmit a standard time; 

receiving the standard time from flie timer module. lequeated to transmit 

standard time; 

judging whether the event start time is reached, by comparing the standard time 
received with the evmt start time indicated by Ihe event start time infixnnation; and 

responsive to the judging step judging that the event start time is readied, 
identi^dng the two or more apparatuses by etgpexeitm identifiers being hdd and instructing tlie 
two or more apparatuses to start execudng the one or more events ytm^OhMiArtufliy 
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28. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising a machine readable nlbdium. 
contaiiixng ixkstxuctionfi ^ch« when ^ecttted by a machine, cause flie macbme to perform 
operttliOQa comcpzising*. 

receiving fiom outside (a) event start time information that indicates an event start 
time at which one or more events ^ould be started by two or more ai^aratuses on the network^ 
(b) apparatus ideniifieTs of appaiatuaea tiiat AssssM. execckte the one or more events, and (c) a 
piece of management information tliat corre^cmds to ihe event start time and is losed to manage 
a time clocked by a tcner module; 

holding die event start time information^ apparatus identifierSa axid piece of 
management infbimation received; 

requesting tbe timer module corresponding to the piece of managemeot 
infinmation being held; 

nec^ving fhe standard time fiom the timer modnle requested to output the 

standard time; 

managing die standard time received by storing fhe standard time together with 
the piece of managemant information being held« in correspondence with fhe timer module; 

trsnjgffTfttii ig the event start tima mfoimation and tiic piece of ywwngCTfi en t 
infoimatioa being held to the apparatuses that are identified by the ^aratns identifiers being 
held; . 

tecdtviog a standard tizne aoquisit^ 
infomation fiom each of the apparatuses; [[snd]] 

transmittjngr to each of tbe apparatuses a standard time that is identified by the 
. piece of man^vipment rnfonnation attached to fhe standa^ time acquisttion request^ 
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ludging whether flie evmt start ttme ia reached; and 

instnictin^ when thft event start time 1& reached, an execution of one or more 
ticr g fet a pparatna so thflt tllft ftT ^fe target apparaliia start exegatin^ the one or more evanta 

sfmuhaneQiigtv. 

29. (Cuirently Amended) An agpparataa coniprising a machme readable medium 
containing instructions which, when executed fay a machine, cause the maduae to p^ibmi 
operationa comprising: 

receiving fiom outside (a) event start time information that indicates an event stait 
time at which one or more events should be started by two ormoie qsparatosea on the netwoik, 
(b) a module identifier of a timer module* (c) event type infbrmation indicating an event type &r 
each of the one or more evetxts, and (d) apparatus ideotifilers of apparatuses that should execute 
the one or more evcnta; 

holding tiie event start time information^ module identifio** event type 
infopnationi ami ^^paiatus identifiers received: 

requesting the timer module^ which ia idmttfied fay the module identifier being 
held to output a standard time; 

receiving the standard time fiom the timer modules [[and]] 

transmitting the evmt start time infiinnation, event type infi>imation» and standard 
time being held to the apparatuses identified by the apparatus identifiers being heldi 

iuddng wheflier the event start lime ia reached: and 
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an mstructing. when event start time ia reached, transmitttng triggers to two or 
more target apparatus so tiiat the two or more target apparatus start execul in p ifao two or more 

30. (Currently Amended) An apparatus oon:^rising a machine readaUe medium 
containing instructions wbicb, when executed by a machine, cause die machine to. perfbmi 
operations compzising: 

receiving designation by a user of a timer module among [[the]] a plurality of 
timer modules, of the timer module to be used as a standard timer module for synchronization ta 
enable a detemination of an event start time at which one or more events ahould be started bv 

two w mow targrt BPPWfttBBgg to a Mtw«k; 

requesting the designated timer module to output a standard tim^ 
receiving Ae standard time from the requested timer module; [[and]] 
transmitdng the received standard time to ttie otbet timer modules among the 
plutali^ of tinier modules excluding the timer module that oulput the standard time, and 
instructing the otiiAr timer modules to synchronic times thmof widi the transmitted standard 
time; 

jiiHffifipr i«hfirhftr thft mvmnt atert tiTni. ia rftftfthert ; 

matrucrinf . when the inddng step judges Ae event start time is raached, a 
franamisaion of trigi^er instmctions to two or more target apparatus so tiiat die two or more target 
mmfaiH start exeouting the two or more events aimultaneouslv. 
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31. (Currently Amended) An apparatus compnsing a xaacbine readable medium 
ecmtmmvig ii3[Stmction$ ^^ch^ when executed by & macbine, cause the machine to perfbnn 
opeiatiois compriBiiig; 

receiving (a) evcsnt start time xn&nnadon (hat indicates an event start Cime at 
which 0ne or more events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, (b) a 
piece of managment infonnation, and (c) event type infimnation indicating an event type for 
eadi of the one or more events, from an apparatus Aatvicaxiously manages fte times clocked by 
the plurality of tuner modules using Afferent pieces of management information assigned to the 
pbrality of timer modules; 

holding the received event start time infbimatton, piece of management 
information, and event type infonnation; 

transmitting a time acquisition request with the received piece of management 
information attached ttioreto; 

receiving a standard tnne identified by the transmitted piece of management 

inibrpiation; 

judgiitg whether the event start time is reached by comparing tibie rec^ved 
standard time wifli flie eveut start time tndfnatwrf by the event start time znformatioa hdng hdd; 
and . 

starting to «edizte an evoit that is indicated by the event type information b^g 
held when the judging means judges that the event start time is reached so that the two or mote 
tffrmft f rr"^^1 f**** *Q gMciite the event start executing the cvanta flimuHimeonri v. 
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32. (Cmrently Amended) An apparatus comprisizig a machine readable medium 
coixtaininB iDstmctions ^Hoh, 'when exccaited by a macbine^ cause ibe macbine to perform 
opcvationa con^prising: 

clocking a local time fer the time managing apparatus; 

receiving (a) event start time infonnation that indicates an event start dmo at 
which one or more events should be started by two or more q>paratu5es on the network, (b) event 
^e information indicating an event type for each of the one or more eventa* fiom an apparatus 
on the network, {he pteset&ig information receiving means also continuously lecnving a 
standard lime from & time module; 

calculating a tune diffiraice between (he local tunc and the standard time; 

holding tiiB received event start time in£brmation and event type information and 
the calculated time difference time; 

continuously judging whdher &e event start time is raached by continuoiisly 
leceiviiig the locid time, acquiring a corrected time by conrectiQg the received local lime udng 
Ifaa time difference being held* and oompaiing tiie acquired corrected time with Ibe event start 
time indicated by the event start time information being held^ and starting to execute an event 
that is indicated by the event type information beiAg held when it has been judged tii«t {he cfvent 
start time is reachedLand 

gtarting to execute an event tiiat is indicated bv the event type iiif<annfttidii beitiy 
held whe n tfi^ i"<^p<^e At^mmnn^ n^m event start time is reached so that the two pr; piore 
appamtus that are fa execute the event stet eKccutmff flie i^ymtW ffimiTHflnfffWlY 
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